
To our Stanwood Camano Little League Family,  
 
At Stanwood Camano Little League (SCLL), our top priority is our players and their safety.  
 
This letter is to inform you of an incident that occurred at an away game during our fall ball 
season.  
 
One of our players asked and was given permission by their coach to use the restroom. The 
restroom was located approximately 400’ from the field in an unlit area. Unfortunately, a 
suspicious person was lurking in the restroom. Our player was assaulted but was able to escape 
the assailant. He ran back and told his mother he had been assaulted. A few parents ran to 
search for the assailant, another called 911, and others cared for our player. The players 
mother informed our coach of the incident. Once law enforcement arrived, they conducted a 
search, and took statements from parents and witnesses. The assailant has yet to be captured. 
 
This incident demands our attention, and actions that we as parents, coaches, and community 
can do to help prevent this from happening in the future.  
 
As a board, we have discussed the situation extensively, and present to you some new safety 
measures we will use going forward. This can also be found in the SCLL Safety Plan. 
 
Team Parent - SCLL has implemented the role of Team Parent. The Team Parent will be 
designated as an assistant coach (per LL rule 3.17) to be present inside the dugout but will not 
be required to participate in coaching activities. 
 
Each team will select a Team Parent. This individual will complete the same background check 
as all volunteers and will be assigned to help with dugout accountability and ensure that players 
are not allowed to “wander off” and only be released to their parent or guardian. The 
individual(s) selected should be present at all practices and games as much as possible. 
 
Dugout Behavior - In accordance with Little League rule 3.17, players and substitutes shall sit 
on their team’s bench or in the dugout unless participating in the game or preparing to enter 
the game. No one except eligible players in uniform, a manager, and not more than two 
coaches (Tee Ball/ Minor League Instructional Division: three coaches) shall occupy the bench 
or dugout. 
 
To limit possible injury and increase safety, SCLL is requiring all players to remain on the team 
bench, inside the dugout, or on the field, unless a player has been released to their 
parent/guardian for restroom use, or to go home.  
 
Restroom Use - Parents/Guardians shall be fully responsible for escorting their child to and 
from the restroom. If a parent/guardian will be absent, they shall inform the team parent 
and/or coach to which adult “on site” has full responsibility for assisting their child.  
 



Further safety guidelines from the Safe Sport Act, also found in our Safety Plan, are provided 
below. A few sentences have been highlighted for attention. 
 
Appropriate One-on-One Interaction Guidelines 
 
An adult should not allow themselves to be alone with a minor (who is not their child) and 
should always position themselves in an area where they can be observed by others. 
 
Minors must always be supervised by appointed volunteers who have completed the mandated 
background check. If an adult participant finds himself or herself alone with a child, he or she 
should remedy the situation by removing themselves to an area within an observable and/or 
interruptible distance of another adult over the age of 18.  
 
Practices or Games 
 
Encourage the Buddy System: There is safety in numbers. Encourage players to move about in 
groups of two or more children of similar age, whether an approved adult is present or not. This 
includes travel, leaving the field, or using the restroom areas. It’s far more difficult to victimize 
a child if they’re not alone.  
 
If an approved adult must accompany a minor to another location, a minor of the same age or 
another approved adult should accompany them. All interactions between minors and adults 
should be observable and within an interruptible distance of another adult. 
 
Access to Certain Facilities: Little League volunteers must not allow any minors to enter an 
unsecured area without reviewing the area first. Controlling access to areas where children are 
present, such as the dugout or locker rooms, protects them from potential abuse and/or harm 
by outsiders. It’s not easy to control the access of large outdoor facilities, but visitors could be 
directed to a central point within the facility. Individuals should not be allowed to wander 
through the area without the knowledge of the Little League approved individuals. 
 
Proper Supervision: Minors must always be within the visual contact of an approved volunteer 
and/or hired worker when outside to verify that they are not approached by a stranger or an 
individual who is not permitted near the minors. Also, this helps to verify that the minors are 
participating in safe activities. If you cannot see a player, then they are not being properly 
supervised. Adults should still respect the minor’s privacy in shower and toilet facilities as 
outlined above.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Stanwood Camano Little League Board 


